BLESSINGS

When Dr. Ghanasydmala Prasdda Rao approched me with
a request to take him as a research scholar under my guidance I
accepted him for I knew him as a painstaking researcher even as a
P.G.student of mine. I have been encouraging research scholars to
study the literary giants of Andhra Deia, especially Agastya Pandita
and Mallindtha Sun. Dr. Prasdda Rao took up the challenge and
did a wonderful job.

The Bdlabhdrata of Agastya is certainly one of the great-
est Samskrita Mahdkdvyas of the South. Agastya was a poet
of great talent and fame. He was a prolific writer too, of proven
merit. However he is sometimes wrongly identified with the fa-
mous Vidydndtha, the author of Pratdparudnya. Dr. Prasdda Rao
has proved beyond doubt that Vidydndtha and Agastya were two
different persons.

Mahdbhdrata has been a source of eternal inspiration to the
Indian people through out their long history. As such it has been
told again and again by various writers in various languages and
forms. Bdia Bhdrata is one such attempt. The epitomisation of the
original in beautiful poetry by Agastya has won the appreciation
of Sahridayas.

Dr. Prasdda Rao made a .critical study of Bdia Bhdrata from
literary and cultural points of view with nationalism as the guiding
force. I trust he will also bring out an authentic edition of Bdia
Bhdrata with the commentary.

I wish Dr. Prasdda Rao all well in his literary career and life.

Waltair,              Dr. P. Sri Rdma Murthy,

28.6.92.               Professor of Sanskrit, Andhra University,
Member, Advisory board for Sanskrit,
Sahitya Academy, New Delhi.